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superintendent of the railroad But young Car*
negie never planned to remain a mere employee of
a railroad or any other corporation He meant, as
soon as his funds were sufficiently large, to have a
business of his own. His eyes and ears were always
open, and he watched his chances, profiting by the
inside information he obtained as Scott's secretary
At first he had thought seriously of entering the oil
business on his own account, but evidently no real
opportunity presented itself and he resolved to
bide his time

While the Civil War was drawing to a close, the

country about Pittsburgh was being agitated not

only by the petroleum boom, but by another type

of industry, which, like the oil business, was also

to leave its stamp on the economic life of America.

This was the manufacture of malleable steel by

the newly developed Bessemer process   Up to this

time not a yard of railroad track in the United

States had been laid with steel    American rail-

oads were then iron roads.   There were frequent

eferences in those days to the "iron horse," and

"'iron roads **   But iron was really too poor a

"aetal for railroad rails, and men were constantly

oking for something harder and more durable.

sel had been made for many years in small